en 
INSTRUCTIONS 9 


FOR THE — 
2 


PONT EFRACT | 
BATTALION OF VOLUNTEERS; 


| WIr 
PROPER CAUTIONS 


PERFORMING THE VARIOUS MANCEUVRES LAI 


. DOWN IN THE FOLLOWING PAGES, 


8 — — b 


BY * 0 
Teesdale Cockell, 2M 
Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant of the PoxTes 
FRACT VoLunTEERS, and Lieutenant- 
Colonel in the es! 


r or oY —o—_ On — — — 


© Pontefrat : 


PRINTED BY J, FOX, 


1799. > 


= 
- 
. 
* 
4 
-— = 
8. 
- * 
5 - 
* 
- 
* * 8 
* * = * 
. % 
„ 8 
1 * „ # 4 + " 
. Fang rt * 2 
4 ” 
— 
. 
- 
- 
* 
. 1 
* 
— * y- 
* x” 4 
* Ks ＋ . 
* 
0 
* 
„ 
* * 
# 
- 
— ” % 
” 
- 
* 1 
9 tb 
* 1 =p * * 
< % — * * 
* * 
19 
+ «$441 
22 * 
: 
3 5 , 
* - 
* 
. b « 
. 4 bl 
* 4 4 
1 ; N - 
oy . 
. g * 
= 
x 
o * * * 
* 
o 9 © 
* N 
os 
N 
« at * 
* _ * 
* 
* 
9 
„ 
% 
* 
4 - 
4 . 
* - 
* 
- 
* - 
" 
- 
* 
ol 
= 


2 , 
* 
=- 
— 
9 #i 
* — 
. * 
* A 
* 
- — 


a +47 Þ . 


„* 
* 4 
* 
* 
"IE | 
* 
— - 
3 
+4 
5 - 
* 
- 
8 
5 
"4 
* 
8 : 
k 
- 
- 
= 
vw _ 
- * 


a . 
| - 
2 r 
. » * 
4 * i 
— OT 
. 
= * - 
of 
* 
4 
© 1 l 
; 1 
| 
'T. 
F = 
k. 4 N 
. 
1 * 24 1 
* 
4 . 
2 * 
, : N 
. * 
VI 


* ad — — 
0 * 


- . INTRODUCTION. | 


THOUGH the ae pages were wrote en- 
tirely.for the uſe of the Pontefract battalion of volun- 
toers, yet as they may fall into other hands, I think it 
neceſſary to make ſome apology for the numberleſs de- 
fects they abound with, both in language, ſtyle and in- 
deed in every thing that ſhould recommend a work to 
the Publie. I have wrote the book in great haſte, and 
my object was ſolely to implant in the mind of every 
volunteer in the corps, a perfect idea of all the evolu- 
tions it contains; and a proper notion of the uſe and 
advantage of each manceuvre. My zeal for the ſer- 
vice is the only recommendation the book merits. My 
deſign is to make myſelf undertood by the moſt unin- 
formed recruit in the corps. Tautology was unavoid- 
able, and the word, REMEMBER, is given in the: 
book as the word, ATTENTION is uſed in the feld. 
I little imagined ſuch an undertaking would ever fall 
> my lot, for notwithſtanding I ſerved the whole of 
he late war in America and the Weſt-Indies, and re- 
1 home after near eight years abſence, a reduced 
urn on half pay; I never have been fortunate e- 
ough to get employed again. However it has been 
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lunteers, that are à credit to the eſtabliſhment, and 
whoſe improvement in diſcipline, will be the pride of 
my life, The ſyſtem of tactics, which I follow, was 
firſt introduced by #hat able officer Sir WII EIn 
How, in whoſe {ſchool I-imbibed the principles of 
diſcipline here recommended, and which I earneftly 
wiſh may be adopted by the battalion, with as much 
enthuſiaſm as governs my judgment on ſuch a ſubject. 
I could have greatly enlarged the fize of my book, in 
writing more fully on the old ſyſtem, but I have con- 
fined myſelf to as narrow a compaſs as poſlible, inclu- 
ding every kind of caution neceſſary in manceuvring 
by files. In deſcribing the ſolid ſquare, the paces ta- 
ken by the ſub-divifions when they cloſe, is not the 
| full pace, but only fix inches. If T have delivered my 
ſentiments too freely upon the regulated manceuvres, 
it is not meant to offend any one. I only attack the 
ſyſtem. But there is no impropriety in mentioning 
one ſtrong recommendation to my own plan of diſci- 
pline, that it was formed and adopted by a veteran 
officer from long tried experience, on actual ſervice. 
A warrior who has paſt his life in camps, and was the 
particular favourite of the great Wolfe. Amongſt the 
old ſoldiery, it is only neceſſary to mention the name 
of Hows, to aſſociate together every idea that forms 
A complete office, | | 
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companies, were by my endeavours, and 
their own zealous and conſtant attendance, 
brought to that perfection, in all things 
neteffary for real ſervice; that I was en- 
tirely ſatisfied (in caſe of necellity, were 
5 called upon) that in thoſe efſential 
points of difcipline and evolution, they 
rould acquit themſelves in a manner that 
would do honour to me and themſelves.— 
The "battalion being nor augmentetl to 
mote than twice its former ſtrength, (moft 
f them yet recruits) will call forth not 
my own indefatigable exertions, hut 
allo of thoſe officers and 2 
officen, 
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8. 
officers, that 1 have had, the honqur 1 


render capable of giving me the moſt able 
äaſſiſtance, in this great object of my wiſhes, 
The ſpirited, unwearied zeal and attention, 
of the two old companies, in my firſt la- 
borious taſk, call forth my ſincere thanks; 
and the conſequence of that diligent per- 

ſeyerance in daily attending the field, was, 
that in a few months, they were not ſur- 
paſſed by any old Volunteer Corps, in 
ſteadineſs under arms, and correctneſs in 
exerciſe. But in evolution, I believe few. 
volunteer corps were in any degree equal 
to them. I flatter myſelf that I ſhall find 
in the three new companies the like ſpirit 
of emulation, which will ſpur them on, to | 
render themſelves i in all reſpects equal in, 
diſcipline to the old companies; but eſpe- 
cially as they are now blended with the | 
volunteers of the firſt eſtabliſhment. TE 


1 is 5 neceſſary to remark, that in the 


| ſurnmer 


| * ill 9 6 


ſammer 1797, the volunteers attended the 
drin and marched to the field every even- 


ample be followed next ſummer by the re- 
eruits, it would very ſoon render them 


completely ſteady and perfect in cheir da- 

ty; and I will moft cheerfully give th 
my conftant attendance and unremi — 
aſſiſtance. On field days they will be 
paid as uſual; in this voluntary drill, I 
would have them appear in their common 

clothes. This ſeafon of the year, will 
almoſt entirely prevent any great exertions 
in the field, but if the recruits will attend 
an evening drill in the Town's-Hall, they 
may greatly improve themſelves, in be- 
coming maſter of the frelock. 5. It"is 
in conſequence of the unfavourable time 
of the yeat, that I have thought it would 
be of ſervite to the hattalion, if I could by 
this means, afl@ theif' attending to it, make 
thita Perfecly atguiinted with the pla T 
8 WE 


a mean 
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10, 
mean to purſue, in rendering them-{what 
will be my pride and glory) a completely 
diſciplined regiment.” I ſhall particu- 
larly endeavour to render myfelf perfectly 
| underſtood, by a plain fimple ſtyle, and 
as far as poſſible will avoid all thoſe tor- 
tured words of command laid down in the 
eighteen manauures. And as the regiment 
is fully ſenſible how unwillingly I follow | 
them, and ſhall never uſe them but when 
I am ordered, therefore it will be neceſſary 
to ſtate my reaſons, and alſo to contraſt 
my own manceuvres with thoſe new regu- 
| hated ones, which I have taken the liberty 
to ſpeak ſo freely about.— But I muſt not 
paſs by a remark that in the eighteen ma- 
neeuvres there are fome that I have in- 

| truſted my corps in, and others exactly 
the ſame in deſign, but which I perform 
in one quarter of the time, without a halt, 
and with only two abrupt words of com- 
mand. The maneeuvres I allude to, and 
5 1 which 
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which you have oſten moſt correctly per- 
formed, are marching in line, both to the 
front and rear and by alternate companies, 
which I termed rattoon fring. The other 
two are the 15th and 16th manceuvres; 
which you will do without ſo many words 
of command and halts. 


You will obſerve thatin all my profit 
mancœuvres, a marked difference from the 
eighteen new ones, in this inſtance; that 
generally one ſhort abrupt word of com- 
mand explains the whole manœuvre. But 
in the new ones tis very ſeldom that the 
commanding officer can carry his deſign 
into effett, without a variety of cautions 
and words of command, to render his de- 
ſign capable of being underſtood. I there: 
fore requeſt your particular attention, when 
1 come to oontraſt my own manæudres with 
thoſe eighteen new ones; I will in as plain 
and {imple a manner as I can, endeavour - 
to ſhew you the defign of each manceuyre; 
ens. and 


and leave to your own judgment to decide 
whether one ſhort expreſſive word of com- 


mand, is not more inſtantly comprehended, 
than a firing of teeth breaking words from 


the commanding officer, and nearly as ma- 
ny from each officer of a company. When 


I give the word, all is ſilence until the evo. | 
lution is completed, but in thoſe new ones, 
there is a conſtant cackle from begining to 


the end. You will alſo (when maſter of 


both my own and the new. manceuvres) be 
able to judge of thoſe done with one word of 
command, and performed with celerity and 


neatneſs, to the ſleepy (and dangerouſly) 
circuitous movememts of the others, with 


all their unmilitary artificial aids. You 
will ſoon join me in opinion, that to be- 


come a ſoldier, and to be perfectly at eaſe 
in all difficulties that may occur to a bat - 


talion in the field (do not mean the one 
you may always go to) the new manceuvres 


muſt never enter ' your head. No, it muſt 


be 
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be evident that a. battalion completly dif 
ciplined in thoſe only, will be totally inca- 
pable of extricating itſelf, from the mo} 
trifling impediments. But a corps perfect 
ly. maſter. of manq uvering by files, can 
glide into every ſhape and reſume its — 
however changed, with almoſt magical ce- 
lerity and perfect neatneſs. You will re- 
member that I am only giving my opinion 
to yourſelves, and not addreſſing the pub · 
lic, otherwiſe I would not ſpeak-my ꝓpini · 
on in ſuch ſtrong terms, but to you I can- 
not be too. open, as on your difcipline my 
character may one day depend. I cannot 
too ſtrongly impreſs upon your minds, the 
ſuperiority you will poſſeſs over other vo- 
lunteer corps, that beſides the dull pbleg. 
matic and uſeleſs. manceuvres which I mean 
to make you perfect in, (and which they a · 
lone are acquainted with,) you will alſo be 
maſters of every evolution that, files can 


perform, nothing can a 
Wl 
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14. 
with eaſe if in open column of companies, 
and if impediments occur, you file off by 
Indian files from right of companies or'you 
advance from the centre of companies by 
files, or you can advance and retire from 
the flanks of companies by Indian files, or 
proper files. In ſtreet firing, how eaſy and 
graceful do the diviſions divide in the cen- 
tre and lead down the flanks and form agair. 
In a word, eaſe, grace, and neatneſs are the 
features of one mode, and dull, ſluggiſh, 
artificial precifion the marked features of 
the other. I ſhall alſo avoid as much as 
poſſible many words of command in the 
eighteen manceuvres, that are new and 
ſtrange to an Engliſh ſoldier; but eſpecially 
any word of French extraction, for I would 
not contaminate the Britiſh tactics with any 
thing borrowed from ſo curſed a people. 
Tf 1 could flatter: myfelf ' with bringing a 
battalion of volunteers to perfect diſcipline, 
bo 1 act upon an entire \different plan 
| | from 
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from what neceſſity at preſent obliges me 
to do. However I do not deſpair if the 
eorps ſhould continue a year or two long- 
er, to render them equal to moſt regiments. 
What I am particularly, anxious to attain, 
is this, that when I march the battalion. to 
the field, inſtead of an 4, B, C, leſſon, that 
I may begin to manœuvre them without an 
officer or ſoldier knowing what is to follow. 
_ The: two, old companies I frequently. ma- 
nœuvered in this manner. This I call real 
diſcipline, that when: a. battalion is proper- 
y told off, they march to the field and 
without the leaſt knowledge what will be 
done, they ſhall be able to perform every 
kind of evolution that may occur to the 
commanding officer, without a halt. Vou 
know my old companies, that IL have ſome- 
times manœuvered you in this manner 
without a halt for a eonfiderable length of 
time, indeed until it was highly neceſſary. 
to giye you and myſelf a reſpite. _— 


C1 


"ay ſo, my muſt be perfect maſters of file 


of thivies which 1learnt-under that gallant 
and able officer Brigadier General Hinxv 
cipline, and ſo officered, what could reſiſt 


French warriors frond Italy, headed by the 


de able to ſuſtain their charge; than an ar- 


anxious to! perfect you in chargitng with. 


call real diſcipline, for to be capable of act. 


I mal ever foltow the ſyſter 


Horx, the nephew of my ever lamented 
friend; the late Lord DARLIN Gre. He 
commanded the firſt battalion of grenadiers 
in America and with ſuch men, ſuch diſ- 


thin” & Britiſt army ſo formed/ and 
difciplined and oppoſed te an. army of 


grand Boer fare imſelfᷣ would no more 


itly ol nes N uld ſtand that ef an army of 
tik dogs. Vo know I am particularly 


celerity. Markhing auck retiring 
im Ie and! wings is the faſhios of the day, 
aud P approve'of them: but the favourite 


impulſe of a Britiſh: ſoldier is not attended 5 
E . : 5 


to 
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to, I mean the CHARGE, the * mar- 
row of Britiſh tactics. What I am about 
to ſay, would in thoſe times appear incre- 
dible, and I ſhould be ſhy of advancing it, 
if there were not many left alive who ſer- 
ved in the ſame battalion. I mean the 
firſt battalion of grenadiers commanded by 
Colonel Hoes. So conſtant and ſteady. 
was he in the practice of charging, that it 
ſcarce ever was omitted, and when they 


W did charge, good God what a hght, the 


ground ſeemed to ſhake under them, and 
though rapid as a ſhot, the line was as 

correct as the preſent battalions marching. 
in low time in line, If this was addreſ- 

ſed to the public, I could call upon thoſe 

yet living that could witneſs it, but you 
mult take it from myſelf, only. remarking 
that thoſe grenadiers were veterans far. 
years accuſtomed to ſuch practice. Lmay 
haye occaſion to mention this excellent of- 
ſicer hereafter, who, had he lived at this 
00 C ume, 
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time, would 6 been the pride of the 
Britiſh army and nation. But he was 
ſoon cut off. If I am truly informed, 
all the volunteer regiments follow no other 
guide than the eighteen manceuvres ; take 
-them out of this horn book and they are 
quite loſt. Beſides, I am told that they 
- juſt know their leſſon like an alphabet, 
and when they march to the field, can on- 
ly perform their conſtant taſk. This will 
never make them ſoldiers; as any innova- 
tion in their uſual leſſon will totally diſ- 
concert them. You ſhall never be ſo 
taught whilſt I have the honour to be at 
your head, but ſhall always be ready for 
whateyer happens. 


But before I begin to explain the ma- 
nœuvres, and the manner in which they 
are to be performed, I muſt call the ſeri- 
ous attention of every officer, non-com- 
miſſioned officer, and private volunteer in 

C | the 
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the battalion to one great object; without 
which, all my attention and unwearied ef- 
forts to render them a pattern to all other 
volunteers corps will be fruitleſs, It fs 
a ſmall matter I requeſt, yet grant it me 
in its fulleſt extent, and I will pledge my- 
ſe}f, that a few months will render the 
character of the Pontefract regiment high 
in the eſtimation of military praiſe.—— 
What I demand is only this, PERFECT 

SILENCE, MARKED ATTENTION, 
and COOL STEADINESS, in every 
thing that is done.—If every — non- 
commiſſioned officer, and private volun- 
teer will zealouſly endeavour to be perfect 
in thoſe eſſential points of diſcipline, they 
may be aſſured every thing that may ap- 
pear difficult will vaniſh with ſuch con- 
duct, and in the end will crown their ef- 
forts with honour and pleaſure to them- 
ſelves. This requeſt I expect you will 
ung, from that pride of graglation which 


ought 
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' ought to fire the ſoul of every ſoldier, but 
more particularly volunteer ſoldiers. Let 
me not forget another motive, that I hope 
will animate the non-commiſſioned officers | 
and old volunteers; that have been formed 
by myſelf alone, and be a ſpur to the re- 
cruits, to repay my labour and attention, 
by a zealous endeavour on their part to 
accompliſh my wiſhes.—Recollett that all 
other corps of volunteers have been drilled 
and formed by aſſiſtance from the line or 
the militia. But I have had no ſuch help 
either from the regulars or militia, (unleſs 
1 may call ſerjeant Carty an aſſiſtant, who 
did not remember my manœuvres; and 
who quitted us when the arms had only 
been a week arrived, and ſo far from giv- 
ing me any aſſiſtance had nearly ruined 
- the corps by his intrigues and miſchievous 
conduct.) If then I bring you to that de- 
gree of ſteadineſs and diſcipline, which I 
Hatter myſelf I ſhall; confider what a 
5 pride 
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pride I muſt feel; as alſo the officers, and 
ap TOI who will aſſiſt 
and. ea, 


The whole ſummer is one continued 
drill of the militia; day by day are they 
labouring to render them perfect ſoldiers, 
and with an experienced adjutant, and 
able | non-commiſſioned. officers they are 
ſure of ſucceſs. We only go out twice in 
the week, and the pride of becoming a 
ſoldier, is the reward you ſhould lock for. 
Remember my requeſt, attend to it, when- 
ever under arms, and do not fear but with 
that ſpirit of emulation which I truſt you 
poſſeſs, that we ſhall equal thoſe that have 
ſo many advantages which we never had the 
enjoyment of. I have now only to repeat, 
that unleſs the officers, ſergeants, and pri- 
vate volunteers zealouſſy endeavour to ſe- 
cond my wiſhes, by equally feeling with 
myſelf for the honour of the regiment, and 
without 


without this ſpirit of emulation and mili- 


tary pride pervades the whole battalion, 

vain indeed will all my efforts prove.— 
But I feel aſſured that in this wiſhed for 
zeal I ſhall not be diſappointed f. in 1 ex⸗ 
peRtations. | 1 


As I wiſh to * a by the moſt 


uninformed perſon in the corps, I will 
make uſe of ſuch terms as are entirely fa- 


miliar to them. And to begin, I muſt - 


inform them, that a nancuvre or evolution 

is the change of poſition in a body of 
troops, from one figure: to another, ren- 
dered neceſſary, either in action, or for 
convenience in marching, where unex- 
pected difficulties occur. A battalion 
that can perform its manceuvres with the 
greateſt celerity (or quickneſs) and at the 
_ {ame time perfett regularity ; will far over- 
match a battalion, - whoſe. manœuvres are 
low, and (if I may fo term it) round about 
W in 
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in the execution of them n an 
enemy nothing can be more dangerous 
chan changing your front, but as it often 
becomes an act of neceſſity, the more ra- 
pidly it is performed, the leſs time is given 
the enemy to annoy you, and the readier 


vou will be to receive, or attack him in. 


your new poſition. Any change of front, 


dat expoſes for a length of time the flanks 


of diviſions (or companies) muſt lay them 
open to the enemies attack, with little hope . 
of rallying. Such I fee might occur in 
ſeveral of the eighteen manceuvres; for in- 

ſtance, in the 5th, called wings thrown 
back, which in fact is only changing the 
front to the right oblique; and forming 
on the left diviſion. A battalion of one 
thouſand men would take a conſiderable 


time to perform this evolution, for the di- 


viſions marching in echellon (rear in front) 
in flow time, muſt leave their flanks en- 
tirely expoſed during the whole "tedious 

5 march 
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march. An alert enemy would not let 

| ſuch a tempting advantage pals without 
making a proper uſe of it. The gth ma- 
neœuvre ſtands nearly in the ſame pr̃edica- 
ment, and the 10th is in every reſpect li- 
able to the ſame danger. What need of 
ſuch a maneeuvre as the gth, when wheel- 
ing out a centre company and changing 
the front to either flank by one word of 
command, which effects the changing the 

front like pulling the trigger of a firelock. 
This is the only mode of changing the 
front of a battalion in face of an enemy, 
that any old officer would hazard. You 
do not require me to point out the advan- 
tage of filing off by Indian files, as I ob- 
ſerve with pleaſure you conftantly do it 
without any order, when marching to the 
field in bad weather, The dirty roads 
render you very expert in performing this 
evolution, and I am ſure you find the ad- 
vantage of it—In the following manceu- 


vres 
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vres I have carefully conſidered (when the 
new ones occur,) how to execute them per- 
fectly in figure according to order, but at 
the ſame time with greater celerity and 
fewer words of command. For any un- 
| neceſſary word of command muſt retard 
the evolution. 1 alſo beg the officers, 
ſergeants, and private volunteers will al- 
ways REMEMBER, that in wheeling 
diviſions, right or left, it is always my or- 
der, that it'ſhould be done by a rapid run 
up. In breaking into open column, when 
wheeling backwards, it muſt be done in 
ſlow time. Remember if the right is in 
. front in open column that the LEFT is 
the pivot of diviſions, For to wheel into 
line you muſt wheel to the left. ' On the 
contrary, REMEMBER; when marching 
in open column, the left in front, that the 
right of diviſion is the pivot. vou muſt 
wheel to the RIGHT to form line 
REMEMBER in all wheelings forward, 

* Id ::: that 
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| that the eyes are caft to the wheeling flank 
until the wheel is finiſhed, and then caſt 
to the pivot flank. REMEMBER that 
the rapid movement decreafes from the 
wheeling flank to the, reverſe one, RE- 
MEMBER I never halt a diviſion when 
wheeling on the march in open column, 
but give the word FORWARD. 


4 The mancuvres of a battalion at a re- 
view, commence. in forming clofe columns. 


Wa The uſe of the cloſe column is to compreſs 


a large body in a fmall compaſs.. They 
are generally made uſe. of, in attacking an 

_ enemy's poſt by ſurpxiſe, the (mall ſpace of 
ground they take up readers their approach 
leſs difficult; and in the attack the column 
expands itſelf into line, or othewwiſe as cir- 
cumſtances may occur. There is another 
uſe of a cloſe column, but not ſuch a. co- 
lumn as is to be found in the eighteen ma - 
nceuvres, I mean the column by files from 
. I. | the 


27> 
the centre of  battalion.. This mancœuvre 
is very. uſeful, both in advancing and re- 
treating where ſtraight roads or bridges are 
to be paſſed. I ſhall mention the manner 
of forming it in the direction for ng 
and Wan columns. 


Firſt Manceuvre. 
| The battalion will form cloſe column in 
rear __ mou diviſion. 

THIS caution being given, the re- 
maining divifions inſtantly face to the right, 
and the leading file of each diviſion diſ- 
engages itſelf by cloſing to the right two 
paces. The officers commanding diviſions 
will on the word QUICK MARCH 
lead the diviſions cloſes in with each other, 
W e the Ae of a Pacer betwixt 

his 


— —— — —— 
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his front, and the rear of the diviſion be- 


fore him. When the leading file ar- 


rives in rear of the left file of the ſtand- 


ing diviſion, the officer ſteps out, and lets 


the diviſion march on, until the left file 


reaches that of the ſtanding diviſion, the 
officer then gives the word FRONT, 
DRESS (remember the feet keep the ſtep 
all the time, though they gain no ground) 
each ſucceeding. diviſion acts in the like 
manner until the column is formed, when 


on the word HALT, all are ſteady and fi. 


lent. The commanding officer then gives 
the word, FORM GRAND DIVISIONS 


which is a caution; and then, LEFT DI- 


VISIONS, LEFT FACE, QUICE 
MARCH. Each officer leads out his di- 


viſion, and forms and dreſſes it by the right 


one, by the word FRONT, RIGHT 


DRESS, HALT. The commanding offi- 


cer then gives the word, GRAND DIVI- 


SIONS TAKE CLOSEORDER QUICK 
MARCH, 


29 
MARCH, HALT. He then will 'takg 
ground to the left (not the right) by the 
word, COLUMN, LEFT FACE, 
QUICK MARCH. Now attend to what 
follows. When the column arrives at the 
ground where the leſt company ſtood, the 
commanding officer will give the word, 
COLUMN, RIGHT, TURN. Inſtant. 
ly the whole turn ſquare to the right ; and 
on the word, FORWARD, ſtep out, the 
officers paying ſtritt attention to their di- 
viſions dreſſing well. When the command-. 
ing officer has marched the column about 
fifty yards, he will halt, and caution the co- 
lumn to form line on the rear grand 
diviſion, which ſtands faſt. REMAIN- 
ING GRAND DIVISIONS, RIGHT: 
FACE, REDUCE COLUMN, QUICK 
MARCH. As ſoon as the rear grand di- 
viſion, is diſengaged from the others; the. 
W commanding officer of the grand diviſion 

vill give the word, GRAND DIVISION. 

FOR 
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FoRWADD and march up to the ground 
wich the leading grand diviſion cover- 
ad, and then HALT and DRESS his 
GRAND DI VISION to.the given' points. 
The commanding officer will HALT and 
FRONT, the other grand diviſions as they 
reach their proper ground. Thie officers 
commanding each grand diviſion will on 
ſeeing the one formed, perfectly Ready , 
give the word, GRAND DIVISION 
FORWARD, when he comes up with the 
ſtanding diviſion he will give the word by 
the LEFT DRESS. - Each grand diviſion 
having marched up and formed hne upon 
the left grand diviſion, the commanding 
officer will give the word, HALT. Im- 
mediately EYES RIGHT, by the whole 
battalion The battalion now covers 
exacth/ the ſame ſpace of ground, it was 
firſt formed on, except being. fiſty yards 
advanced in a parallel line. Had the co- 
lamn taken ground to the right it would 
ES have 


38. 
have changed its ſtation when formed in 
line, —This is the iſt of the eighteen ma- 
nœuvres. I have ſtriciy adhered to the 
figure and deſign of the manœuvre, put 
have omitted many little unneceſſary 
things, that only prolonged the time of 
performing the evolution without any im- 
provement in the figure. I will now give 
you my reaſon for wiſhing the feet to keep 
the ſtep when formed in clofe column, un- 
til the word HALT i given. The men 
of the ſtanding diviſion, (and the ſucbeed- - 
ing ones if halted when they front) would 
not be half ſo ſteady, but would let their 
heads and eyes wander about; the ſtep 
occupies their attention, WO 1 18 
thould never be N * 
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turns ſquare to the left, and on the word 
FORWARD ſtep out, having marched 
fifty yards the commanding officer will 
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Second Mancruvre, 


7. j forming cloſe column, in Fron of 1 


2% 


N on. 


55 aun lines as it 1s ty 


done like the one juſt mentioned; only 


recolle&, that when formed, it will take 


ground to the RIGHT, and march on 


until it arrives at the ground which the 
right diviſion covered, when the command- 


ing officer will give the word, COLUMN, 


LEFT TURN, on which every man 


HALT the column, and form line upon 
the leading diviſion. When the remain- 
ing grand diviſions clear the front one, the 
nn officer halts them, and the 


—— | officer 


2 
* 


officer — W ond diviſion 
will then march his grand divihon by the 
yord, grand diviſio FORWARD. By 
the RIGHT) DRESS, HALT.” I hall 
now form a cloſe column upon the right 
centre diviſion facing to the rear. Re- 
member the batralion covers exaftly the 
fame ſpace-of ground it was firſt formed 
utpori; except being tne hundred yards ad- 
vated in a parallel lice-—By marching 
this column 0 ths rear due hundert yards, 
all be meftioned,) the battalion' will 
covered. te rin of en Bo 
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11! Be centre dio fon RIGHT "FEE, 
10 files to the right'countermarck; QUIOK 
MARCH. The officer will front the di- 
vilion.—Nenainingę diviſions, OV T- 
WAR DS, FACE. Diviſions; i files, to 
the left counlermarch, QUICK MAR Cf. 
Each officer will front his diviſion as he 
arrives at his ſtation, and the commanding 

officer, ſeeing the column complete, divi- 
ſions well dreſſed, and pivots correct, will 
give the word (remember the column 1s 
not halted, and that the men keep the ſtep 
by marking time.) FORWARD, they 
ſtep out, and the column will march till it 
arrives at the ground it firſt covered, when 
dle 1 officer will HALT it, 
* and 


15 's ade ; 
and reduce it in vthe followitſy-mannex], 


The commanding officer bits the column. 
He then gives the ard, COLUMN, 


LEFT FACE +-LEFT> COMPANIES; 
or divi un QUIGH MARCH, when: 
they elean the flank of the right diviſſonop 
the.oficers halt them. The commanding: 
officer then gives the word, DI VISIONS} 
B. FILES TO THE LEFT. CON. - 
TIERM ARCH, QUICK : MARCO 
HA LT. The column is now to the front, 
The columa will form line on the right cen», 
tre diyiſion. RIGHT. CENTRE. DIVL. 
SLON . STANDS; FAST... ,.REMAIN- 
ING \DIV ISLONS,. QULWARDS, 
FAC k., QUICK MAR CH. The right. 
centre diviſion when clear of the others, is, 
marchetl forward by its oſſicer to the ground. 

which; the right dixiſion covered, and there: 
haltad: / The . othex di viſions when: clear of, 
each. others flanks, are fronted, dreſſediand 
e up tg om by the xight centre 


diviſion. 


LA : 
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_ divifien.-—The line now flands upon its 
firſt groomd.—Thoſe are the three column: 
in the new manuvres. The difference 
_ of forming thoſe columns from what I tall 
my own, is now ſcarcely-petteptible. The 
quick fiep-will be invariably uſed/ in all 
manenuvres and marching, ene pt in paf-' 
fing the General, The manner of my for- 
ming a eloſe column up a right cuntte 
diviſion, either to che front. or rd i dif- 
ferent from the one above, and the propri 
ety vhich ſhould be adepted in real meceſ- 
ſity 1 will teave to miktary mem te judge. 
It is done thus. | The battalion will form 
clofe column upon right entre dibsſion, fa- 
cing to the rea. Upon this chxation, the 
right centre diviſion wilt go te the right 
about, The wings faces INWARDS. - 
Head files diſengage themſelves twe paces 
to che tight. On the word QUICK 
MARCH, the dvi ons of the rig wing, - 
. di. 

| viſion, 


We 


it now flands facing. to the rear. MWben 
the cohomn. is reduced; on the word RE. 
DUCE COLUMN; the right centre dia 
viſzon comes to. tho rigbt about, du re- 
maining divihens/ face: aaitwards, and in- 
ſlantly (being om thei march), Iead gut. 
When the right centre dixiſiom is clear; in 
its front, the officer will give--the «word: 
FORWARD; amd mata un ta the) 
ground, which the right divifon covet, i 
when he will MARK TI ME and dreſs! 
his divifien./ | Phe. other diviſfienso wilt : 
form by it as they gain the proper! Ra<\ 
tion. In advaacing in eloſe cohanan upon 
difference, that the right cctare ,divifion : 
ſtands faſt; inftead: of going; th the right 
about, and the other diviſions act as abave i 
dretted, only that they come to their pr. 
per front, and the right diviſion beads.— 


2 


nceuvres, is this (and I beg you will attend 
to it) in forming a cloſe column to the 


will be followed as i the above, except 
until the other diviſions clear its front, and 
then the officer: gives / the word FOR. 
WARD, and marches up to the ground 
that the riglit diviſion covered, and then 
MARKS TIME and DRESSES, until 
che line being formed, the word HALT 


is given. he marked difference of my 


columns from thoſe in he regulated ma- 


right or to the left, I generally do it by 


DIVISIONS; but if I meant the column 


to have a greater : front, I- fhould ſorm a 
cloſe column of GRAND DIVISITONS 


from line, and not increaſe. its front aſter 


bring formed, as that is loſing time; for it 
is as eaſy to form a cloſe column of grand 
diviſions, as a cloſe columirof diviſions — 
In the next place, the word HALT. is 

10 never 


a 


K. 


ner irewards he c 


| . ths — forard, 
only is uſed for the column to ſtep out. 


Thiaefows al uniecafaty Aelkys in ch. 
-pleting! the mancure are avoided, and 

only lone Werd of Tomnami1 i5 neceſſary | 
to form or reduce a column. The word 
front and deeſs is all that the officers make 
uſe of. To advance in column from 
the centre of battalion b files, the four 
centre files ſtand faſt; and the r wingh face 
inwards, - But I will give the word at 
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\* Battalion, from your centre, by files as: 
vonge- in column. be four centre files 
land faſt, the wings. face inwards, On 


e QUICK: MARCH, de four 


centre files ſtep out, and the wings wheel 
right and left by files, ſquare upon the 
ground where the firſt files wheeled, On 

the 


fe word REDUGE! GOLUMN;the 


TRE, BY-FIAES RETREAT: IN CO. 


f/ 
» 
4 6 


dending files mark time and the wings for 


up by le. Is tetiring from the ten- 
trof buttalion by: files. On the i word, 


BATTALION FROM YOUR! EN. 


. UMN. The four centre fates goto the 


vin the ward, Qik MAROH, the four 


centre files dead out, and the wings wheel 
inctards by Ges, but take care) not to fly 


ground-that: the fili files left. On the 


word, TO THE FRONT FORM BAT- 


TALION, the four centre files-come to 
rhe right Todt; anz the wings bent right 


mtl left by files as they come up; that is, 


thoſe of the right wing; come to the tight 
about, and thoſe of the let v 76 the 


ier about." bis fu, otro dt 930052 
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1 is merely this - FThę een 
officer ill give the word BATTALION, 
BY RIVISLANS. ON, AQUR LEET, 
BACRWARDS WIH BEL, QUICK 
MARC H. ou are now in open co- 
lamn, and previous to the columns march, 
two camp colours are placed i in an oblique 
direftion., The word QUICK MARCH 
being given the column moves on, and 
when the firſt diviſion arrives at the nears 
eſt colour, the officer gives the. word, Tight | 
Aaulders- formard, which, makes, a half 
Wheel to, the left. The two, 
WW diviſions do the ſame, when. the cokump. is 
r The remaining a are faced 


1 to 


* = 
* „ 


1 
to the RIGHT, and 3 on until 
their lest files: C che pivot files of the 
landing diviſions; when the commanding 
offices HALTS and FRONTS-them.— Bf 
The column then receiyes the word, CO- | 
LUMN, BV DIVISIONS' TO THE 
LEFT WHEEL INTO LINE QUICK 
MARCH. IM mall make little obſerva- 
tion upon this munceuvre, as there is no 
| farm in marching a battalion in open co- 
tur, and taking a' new line. Only 1 
— leave the camp colours wich the 
quarter maſter ſergeant.” And as for right 
ſhoulders forward, I ſhould i them to 
be left with the camp colours alfo.” To 
Axum boys could run out in à moment 
and mark the new line of match, and a 
lergeant Reppirig out would mark the ex- 
tent of che wheel to the left — F bere is 
ſomething very unmilitary in thoſe _ 
cial aids of camp colours, and 
_ the — for diwiſtons to Ben 


N 


upon. Before aw enemy how would it 
be poſſible to cb an ſuch à marmer, and 1 
would always farour' thoſe manchuvres, 
that volunteers may find abſolutely neceſ. 
ſary in cafe of beim called into actual fers} 
vice. Hut>L and merehy giving my private 
you What F think either uſeleſs or! defect 
tive iti the regulated manæuvres, which F: 
ſhall)moſt meg, endeavour to make) 
FO Nihon age 


"The manceuvie 1 bare ge deſcibed, 
might be performed i in a manner far more 
ſoldier-like, and with, a. better effect. 64 
will mention it as follows. - But before 1 
contraſt my manceuyre with the one above, 
mentioned, I ſhould obſlerye, that. inſtead 
of going through the, whole eighteen regu-· 
lated munceuvres. I would 1 in pointing aut 
the difference bet y ixt my own. and them, 
merely refer you t to the book that contains 

them, 


_ Ew) 
them, this would fave me much trouble; 
Have taken the trouble to peruſe the book, 
ſtand the eighteen mangouvres, it is neceſ- 

ſary I ſhould go through each of them. 
Inſtead of performing the 4th manceuvre as 
above, I would do it in the following man- 
_ner.—BATTALION—FROM THE 
CENTRE OF-- DIVISIONS, A.- 
VANCE FILES, QUICK .MARCH.— 
| Having fixed upon two objects to change 
the line of march into a new direction I 
would then give the word, DIVISIONS, 
BY FILES TO THE RIGHT WHEEL, 
this brings the battalion i into a line of f files, 
Whep t the leading file arrives at the firſt ob- 
jet which marks the new line, I ſhould 
give t] the ward, BATTALION Þ BY FILFS 
TO THE LEFT WHEEL, the officer 
leading the battalion, obſerving. the two 
objects that form the new direction, will 
wheel 


4 
; 
; 
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wheel the. hond file, and bead un to the / d- 
they, mhich will thibzr dhe battalion inte 


the ſame obkque diefen as the tl mas, 


I fhould-give the word, KORM DLVIST 


ONS. They nom are incopen column in- 
the. new: direction, I ſheulcb then HALT 
them, and when b fam pivot correct, &. 
I manld giue the word; »-COLUMN, B 
BIYISION: _ — rer WHEEL 
nn „en omiiugrre rr 
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LEP DIVISION, ON YOUR! 

LEFT; FOUR PACESBACKWARDS - 

WHEEL. This word being gien, a: 
ſergeant ſteps back fout / aceꝶ for the com - 

pany to dreſa by, QUICK MARCH; 
; 7 HALT. 
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| 46. 
HALT) The commanding officer then 
gives the - word; (REMAINING. DIVI. 
SIONS, RIGHT ABOUT FACE. 
DEVESLONS-PO' THE RIGHT. WO 
PACES' WHEEL. A ſergeant; from 
each diviſion ſteps two paces forwards and 
marks. the wheeling diſtance, QUICK 
MARCH, Now attend to me. The 
leſt diviſion is theꝰ one to: fora line upon, 
and fronts obliquely to the right. The 
remaining diviſions are now wheeled into 
what is called ECHELON with the rear 
in front, and they are to march in this 
figure and form line upon the left divi- 
ſion. It was generally done in ſlow time, 
but many of the beſt informed officers 
finding the time of performing it (with a a 
ſtirong( battalion) ſo very tedious, have 
adopted the quick march; eee 
: da as follow. 
ECHELON, ON, LEFT DIV [SION: 
FORM LINE,— QUICK MARCH:— 
3 4 Fa | On 


On the ſecond di vꝛſion reaching the fland- 

ing one, the officer gives the word, LEFT 
SHOULDER: FORWARD; and march- 
es two paces beyond the Randing one, and 
then gives the word, FRONT, FOR. 
WAR D, LEFT DRESS, (remember the 
ſtanding divifien and the reſt as they come 
up and form; mark time.) The remain- 
ing diviſions do the ſame in ſuceeſſion; and 
when the laſt has fronted, and is dreſſell 
the eommanding officer will give tho word, 
HALT. Having given my opinion df 
this manceuvre before, 1 have nothing te 
add, but my wiſhes of ſeeing it performed, 
with neatneſy and ſoldier- like regularity. 
This is a more fafe way of changing 
the front to the right, and is done as fo 
lows. BATTALION, BY FELES; 
FROM THE RIGHT OF DIVI8B 
_ ONS, TO THE RIGHT CHANGE 
YOUR FRONT, inſtantly the flank file, 
of the r:ght diviſion turns ſquare to the 

right 


| 8. 
The Uiviſionsſpring, forward by files, from 
the right, aud vag, run up; atid form, 
dy the right diviſton, which has dreſſed by 
ats flank file. To form it obliquely to the 
right, the flank file would only make a half 
Face to the right, and the diviſions en run - 
ning up would dreſs by it, . whith would 
change the front obliquely; to the. right. 
{nocd not point out, that in changing the 
front thus, to the right, (or obliquely to the 
ii is done in one tenth part of the time, re · 
and performing the ſame manœuvyre with 
a different name The zoth mantuvre 
has the ſame ſubſtitute, only the front 13 
changed to the * — dividts 
| as: by Ges. TIM IR FIGORT? 
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' THOUGH this maticouvis is now laid 
afide by the guards and moſt other corps, 
yet being one of the eighteen regulated 
manceuvres I will explain jt, but not as in 
the book, biz i'd for PR er HAT 


, manner. i; 


The battalion will form cloſe 8 ba 
rear of the right (or left) diviſion.—BAT- 
TALION, IN REAR OF RIGHT 
DIVISION FORM CLOSE CO. 
LUMN, the remaining diviſions face to 
the right, and leading files diſengage them« 
ſelves yo. paces to the right. QUICK 
MARCH. -,Whep the column is formed, 
the commanding officer wHI give this cay - 


i Firſt and Af divifions ſtand faſt. 
REMAIN- 


50. 


— REMAINING-- DIVISIONS, TAKE 
CLOSE ORDER, MARCH ; upon 
which they immediately lock up, for in 
fa& they were at what is termed cloſe or- 

der before. SUB-DEFVISIONS, FOUR 
PACES OUTWARDS:1CLOSE,— 
MARCH,, HALT, FRONT... The 
ſquare is now formed, and the, officers and 
ſergeants fill up the ſmall; yarangies-.,;On 

the word, PREPARE, FOR ATTACK, 
the front rank comes down to the old man- 
ner of front rank kneeling ; and Nope, their 
firelocks towards the enemy, ſergeants 
charging their ſpears., The ſquare may 
now commence independant firing, as di- 
rected. To reduce it give this "caution, 

1 take care to reduce (auare. | 
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REDUCE SQUARE, upon which the 
rear face comes to the right: about, and the 
right and leſt faces of the ſquare to their 
proper front, the commanding officer then 

1 by Jives 


23 
ives. the ward, SUB- DIVISIONS, 
FOUR PACES "INWARDS CLOSE, 
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42 5 af your proper diſtance, 1 and 
5th ſtand faſt, march. Being halted and 
dreſſed by their officers, the diviſions are 
now again in *Aofe column. Take care 
to reduce column. REDUCE CO- 
LUMN, all except the head diviſion, face 
to the left, and upon the word QUICK 
MARCH, they lead out, and when the 
ſecond divzfion | has cleared the leſt flank 
of the iſt or "right divifion, the officer will 
give. the word | FR ONT R1 GHT 
DRES ESS,” Th The otller Uivi f — ill do 
the Hane ag 157 ome” up!" When the 
19 15, 1 ile EEE officer wil | 
give he e yord H HALT, AND NM, 


TON HIMKV . 50} onA 
yu owe the! A oflithis! manœuvre 
"from that incthe-book to the politeneſs of 
Captain i norsba,, e in the Ath 
to wnibagramos 4; TITEL Welt 
120; 


52. 
Weſt York regiment, whoſe great civility 
and attention to myſelf and Major SaviLLz, 
I thall always remember ms eſtrem, 


Seventh Manceuvre, 5 


2 | Countermorch by files fo and on its 
centre. 
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BATTALION, FROM YOUR CEN. 
TRE, BY FILES.TO THE REAR, 
CHANGE. YOUR FRONT. The 
wings inſtantly face inwards, WINGS, 
TO THE RIGHT TWO PACES 
CLOSE—MARCH, WINGS QUICK 
MARCH, the right wing doubles routd 
to the left by files, and the left: wing dou- 
bles round by files alſo to the: left; when 
both wings have wheeled up, they ſtand 
facing inwards; the commanding officer 

then 


* 


' 58+ 
then gives the word FRONT is 
juſt as Proper or better [inſtead uf dou- 
bling round as above, for the files: to front 
as they come up from the right wing, and 
to come to the left about by files from the 
left wing. This I think a very pretty 
mancuvre, and will mention one of my 
own as a fellow to it, - which' has a very 
fine effe& with a ſtrong — —_ 
tone n follows, er Pf wit 


"BATTALION, —FROM Your 
FLANKS, BY. FILES FO THE 
RIGHT. CHANGE YOUR FRONT, 
on which both wings face outwards, . On 
the word QUICK MARCH, the right 
wing countefmarches to che tar and the 
left wing to the front, until che leading 
files meet and dres, when both Wings 
heel by tiles to the len, (this movement 
with a Rrong battalton affumes a figure 
called a true lovers knot!) in which man- 


ner 


„ 


54 
eriche-batididnifbonindegitleltjnjo.it 
-new poſitioti;ibut: the commanding offi- 
cer muſt be very attentive ton give the 
word FRONT, before the right files of 
the left wing, and left files of, the right, 
make their wheel otherwwiſr he will leaye a 
great ſpace open in the centre of thę bat- 
talion To change the front, from the 
Mariks of battalion by files to the left, it is 
only reverſing the countermarch. and 
ren N Having thus gone through Wl 
the 7th manceuvre, auc Swen compa- 
nion to it, T will now deſcribe two ways 
of bringin g the battalion to its former front. 


One method is as IIS. 
1 ons "I's 371 7+ 14 401 40 * — gry 


1 BATEALION,.,BY., DIVISIONS 
ro TRE RIGHT. WHEEL, QUICK 
MARCH; They now are in open co- 
| ö lumnzothe commanding officer gives the 
-word 40 the leading diviſion. DI VISI. 
N RIGHT eee FILES, TO 
® THE 


35 

THE frt ClOUNTERMARCH LA 
n The "6fficer-com- 
ng the divinen, Then His left file 
has meme the flank of the ſecond diviſion, 
gives the” wörd, LEFT. TURN; TOR. 
WARD!” be eden, divifietis march 
n. and hei hey each f round from 
wah ft divitlon't nterm 4 
ny Salt ſcteffively do the fame. 13 
manner the columm fnarches on until 
th lat ivifion Has reached its old ground, 
when the Cbtimätihing officer'will give the 
word HALT. All being ſteady and pi- 
vots correct, he will then give the word, 
COLUMN, BY DIVISIONS, TO 
THE LEFT WHEEL INTO LINE. | 

They now cover the ſame ground, and 
have the ſame fragt as thy had prior to 

the 7th manœubie taking place. 


The oth methodi is as follows:. B AT- 


TALION, BY DIVISIONS TO THE | 
RIGHT 


RIGHF WHEEL, QUICK; MARCH, 
The commondipg offierr, pill, chen order 
the uſt diviſion, to, face jo lie Tight, end by 
les tt the, raght. wheel, The er 12 
diviſions; willß march on ang. follow the 
ſame method when they. arrive pn the 
ground of the. x{t divifion, which. 8 
vind the battalion, into a line of files. 
| When the leading, We, Arrives A its, eld 
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ung 
FRONT che battalion, 1 which now flands 
on the fame. e ith the lame 


front as helpers ci, MEA: TAAU bee 
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The bail 8 to form open 
column in rear of left diviſion, which 
ſtands faſt. REMAINING. DIVISI- 
ONS, TO THE LEFT WHEEL, 
| QUICK MARCH. They are halted by 
their afficers——Divifions TO THE 
LEFT FACE, QUICK MARCH. The 
officers lead their diviſions to cover the 
anting one, for which purpoſe a ſergeant 
of a divifion ſteps out and marks the pivot. 
They are then FRONTED. As ſobn as 
the third diviſion has takes its ſtation in 
column, the word COLUMN, QUICK 
MARGCA! will be given,” "The Nnfigin ng 
dbrifett how and cover in ſucceffion.— 
The cum of divifions marching now in 

| H. open 


D 


* 


58. 
open order, at their proper wheeling diſ- 
tance, will be ordered to form column of 
Tub-divifions, upon which, the right ſub- 
diviſions mark time, and when the leſt 
ſub-diviſions clear their flank, they oblique 
to the left, until they cover the left ſub- 
diviſions. On the "commanding officer 
giving the word FORM DIVISIONS, 
the right ſubdiviſions oblique to the 
right, the left mark time, until the divi- 
ſions are formed and dreſſed; and on the 
word forward they ſtep out. The com- 
manding officer will then give the word 
HALT pivots being corrected and all 
ſteady, the word COLUMN BY DIVI- 
SIONS TO THE RIGHT WHEEL 
INTO LINE will be given. QUICK 
-MARCH, completes this manceuvre. = 


One of the great faults that I ad in ſe- 
veral of the eighteen regulated manceuvres 
is that ſtrange unmilitary appearance, 

where 


59 
where you ſee one part of the battalion in 
full: march, and the other half halted in 
the execution of one manœuvre. The 
above one I think might better be done as 
follows. V4 4 ett 107 


The battalion 1 form open column 
in rear of left diviſfion—left diviſion ſtands 
faſt remaining diviſions. face to the left— 
On the word, QUICK MARCH, the lett 
diviſion will only hep ſhort, the remaining 
ones, will diſengage their head files two pa- 
ces to the left, (when they fit face to the 
left,) and on the word. quick. march, they) 
will lead out taking care to preſerve their 
wheeling diſtance in open column, before 
they front to the leading diviſion. When 
the right diviſion has fronted, che com- 
manding officer will give the word, FOR-, 
WARD, on which the whole Hep, «+ Pa 
well together. In. diminiſhing and 1 
creaſing the front of che column, the wo 

method 
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ON YOUR RIGHT, BACKWARDS 


60. 
method will be purſued as in the 8th ma- 
noeuvre, and it will be halted and wheeled 


by diviſions to the right into line in the 


ſame manner. I .maſt own that this 
appears to me a more military way of per- 
forming the manœuyre than as it is Bid 
down 3 in the book. | 


— 


b, 34.44 0 © ; 


\ 


* 8 . 
7 ®* a 
9 fy 
—— n 
1 
| 


Ninth Mancœuvre. 
renzloN CHANGE, OF POSITION, | 
Or in other words, changing the frond ab- 
; Wer left upon the right centre 
hs | . th 10619 


"Ty 
i > 0 


"BATTALION, BY vror SIONS 


WHEEL, (or this — battalion, by diviſi- 
ons to the left wheel,) QUICK M ARCH. 
AS a an oblique line is wanted, the right 

centre 


61. 
centr6-divifon will be ordered as follows. 
RIGHT CENTRE DIVISION, ON 
YOUR LEFT FOUR FACES BACK 
WARDS WHEEL. A ſergeant :ſteps' 
from the right and marks fous paces back 
wards for the divi ſioni to dreſa by. QUICK/ 
MARCH. REMAINING  DIVISb- 
ONS, ON YOUR LEFT SIX PACES! 
BACKWARDS WHEEL. A fergeand' 
from the right of each diviſion ſteps back 
ſix paces for the diviſions to dreſs by. 


QUICK 'MARCH;—LEFT WING, 
RIGHT ABOUT. FACE. The 1446. 


lion will march in echelon and form line 
on Fa, Centre — —; .Fp * 0 K 


on ita 
the officers. e 75 viſions ta front, 
and dreſs their diviſions as they come up. 
The left wing (or as. it is ſtrangely worded, 
leading: (dzvifions,) marches in echdon- 
Ps its rear in front; and when the left - 


Centy C 


centre diviſion" reaches the flank of the 


62. 


ſtanding one; the word RIGHT SHOUL- 
DERS FORWARD is given by the of- 
ficer, and when two paces in the rear, he 
will give the word FRONT, FOR. 
WARD, DRESS. The other diviſions 
will act in the ſame manner, the line being 
formed the r i "_. * 
* word HALT. | Fa 


"This i 1s called the gth, manceuvre, and 
is nothing more then changing the front 
obliquely to the left on its centre. Indeed 
I obſerve throughout, all the eighteen re- 
gulated mancœuyres, that the word of 
command for performing them, might Juſt 


as well be giyen in the Hebrew, language, 


for any i information it. gives the ſoldier, of 
the real : mancœuvre he i is about to execute, 


1 vill now he you, what I do not 14. | 


ſtate to name, a far ſuperior. manner of 


n the front upon the centre, and 
6 indeed 


— 


63. N 
experienced officer would venture to per- 
form in face of an enemy.— 4 I gave 
my opinion of the laſt manceuvre when 1 
mentioned the gth and 10th manceuvres, 
it is unneceſſary to ſay another word. 1 
ſhall therefore give you my method of 
changing the front upon the centre as fol- 
lows——The battalion will change its 
front upon a centre diviſion to the left.— 
Left centre diviſion will wheel to the Teſt 
by i. its officers word of command. Wa 


BATTALION, UPON YOUR 
CENTRE, TO THE LEFT CHANGE 
YOUR. FRONT. On which word of 
command, the left wing goes to the right 
about. On the word, QUICK MARCH, 
the right wing ſprings to the left in as ra- 
pid a manner as poſſible, and the left wing 
in like manner ſprings to the other ſtank 
and comes to the right about inſtantly 5 

| dreſſing 


61 
arefling to the centie, — This, is WY 
American maucuvre, and was, the. only 
manner in which the, grenadier, battalions 
changed their front. It is for celerity, far 
beyond any other method af changing a 
front; and in action no time ſhould he loſt 

in ſuch mattens. The advantage it poſ- 
ſeſſes over any other manœuvrę of the ſame 
deſign, are ſo; apparent that I am ſure a 
recruit of a month's ſtanding will perceive 
it. We now come to the 1oth mantey- 
vre, which is called, a nc line taten up by 
the echelon movement, To be ſure it is ſo; 
but according bo the old plain \manner of 
giving a word of command, ſuch/as to in- 
form both officer and ſoldier what he wis 
about to do, I ſhould give it in this mam 
ner. The battalion will change its front 

ts the left in echelon, and form line upon 
let chem know, what ner _ 


1 9 commanding officers -- 


Teath 
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f n Tenth Mancubre. 
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LEFT DIV ISION; 10 TEE LEF T 
FOUR; PACES| WHEEL, (a /ſergeant 
Reps out ang marks the diſtance) QUICK 
MARCH. }-REMAINING, DIVISI- 
ONS, TWO PACES TO THE LEFT 
WHEEL. " (Sergeants from the diviſions 
ſtep out two, paces and mark | the diſtance.) 
QUICK. MARCH: Tae battalion will 
merch: in echelon, and form line upon. left 
divifon—QUICK.; MARCH. As the 
diviſions come up to the ſtanding one, the 
officers; will giye the word RIGHT | 
SHOULDERS FORWARD, LR 
DRESS., .Whep, the, right ; diviſion; has 
come. up and ꝗreſſed, the Nr fi 
"ori give the. Te HALT, $5 

Ih 


4 - 


& 
1 have id pnonghygf 68,quameuvre in 


another place. Inftead of doing it as a- 
bove I ſhould prefer this, (which will be 
done in one tenth part bf the time, fappo- 
ſing agreeable to the regulations for thoſe 
manceuvres, it is done in flow time 

BATTALION=FROM THE LEFT 
OF DIVISIONS, BY FILES TO THE 
EEFT/ CHANCE YOUR" FRONT. 
Uþ58 the word QUICK! MARCH U 
divifions ſpring out from the leftj add 
pitly form up by files, crefling-to the left 
till the" word, HAET. Eyes then Tight. 
This is done in the fame rapid manner as 
„Wheeling upon a centre” diviſion,” the offi- 
ters feading Ari hon, in their dun up muſt 
. very attentive to pieſetvtheit wheek- 


/ & 
g Uiftance," or otherwiſe the” files Will 
40 to and bulge tlie line; Fest 
leadineſs and attention in thoſe meafuring 
of wheelings,is abſoturely nete ay, and 6f- 
ficers and ſergeants thould zcruftom them. 


71 ſelves 


89 

ſelres to ſpam withitheir: gabe dbe Sund 
that their, divifipn wall: cave, AEN Jov'y 
20th 4d DEAN odo nad! 
Ion Tis] ods 6) 

- Eleventh, Mangeuvre. , 
io aslg 501 naqu TROP wu n en 2ryumanr 
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The battalion will receive the following 
words of command: BATTALION, 
RIGHT FACE, QUICK, MARCH.— 
On the wotd! V open column! of diviſi- 
ons, you have only to do, what you have 
been long taught by me; for right hand 
files ſtep ſhort and the others run up to 
manner, as when you advance from oe 
right of. diviſions. by, files, which on the 
word form battalion, the divifons: ſpring 
up to the left, and, form to the right by 
On 08 diviſion being formed in 


open 


on 


# b 307 1 £ 7 | 7 , 
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(outer Soft, the officers a to the 
pivot flank on the left. The column will 
then be halted, and wheeled by diviſions 


to the left into line. 


I have n9 remark to A upon this 


— 
. 


; | my « own manœuvres; and i in ſhort we are 
| now coming to thoſe things that you are 


-. * ' 
yy acquainted with, n 
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' FADE eters 


© THIS you are well verſed in, and 1 
have only to deg you will be attentrve in 
ſtepping out well together; the centre 
and eſpecially the officer that leads the 
battalion, muſt be careful of not bulging 
out, he muſt ſee the flank of each wing in 
| a line 


69. 

a line with himſelf, After marching fifty 
yards the battalion will ſront, and then 
retire by alternate diviſions, which I term- 
ed RATTOON FIRING; ſor ſo we 
called it in the Weſt- Indies. The right 
companies (or diviſions) will go to the 
_ about (after firing) with recovered 
„and march to the rear with the 

Pry colour, a ſergeant | is advanced ſiæ 
paces to lead the diviſions. The greateſt 
attention is required by the officers com- 
manding diviſions, to keep their proper 
diſtance, and without great care, this ma- 
nœuvre, which is a very good one, would 
aſſume the moſt:clumſy, uncouth appear- 
ance poſſible. After marching fifty yards 
they will be fronted, and they ought cor- 
rectly to cover the chaſms they left in the 
battalion, The left diviſions will retire 
in like manner, and march through the 
intervals to the rear as the right ones did. 
After twice retiring. the lines will be forms» 
ed - 


70. | 
ed by the leſt diviſions framing when they 
paſs the intervals two piaces: the word 
FOR WARD, RIGHT DRESS; will be 
given by the oſſicers of the) deft divifions. 
I never remember. ſeeing this (maneeuvre | 
made uſe of in the field; but that of reti- | 
ring by wings Lonce ſaw!.praftiſed in a 
maſterly ſtyle: by a regiment; in which 1 
ferved, under an old and experienced ſol- 
dier that is lately dead. The army was 
retreating, in open column by half compa- | 
nies, and our regiment covered the retreat. 
We had two field pieces, and the com, 
manding officer ordered one to each wing. 
The officer of artillery was'a gallant active 


young man, (his name was O'Hara, and 


he was killed the campaign following) 
who well executed the orders of Colonel 
Causszau. The right wing threw in itz 


re, and the gun did the like. Immedi- 
ately the wing went; to the right about, 
| and eich the gun. daſhed cn: for about. 


hundred 


5 5% 
hundred yards, then fronted, and primed 
and loaded, dhe gun being at the fame 
time unlimbered, and T6ade&.—The: left 
witg kept its Nation quletly Inotwith- 
ſtanding the enenties fire) until! the right 
ing had fronted and made ready. It 
then chreh in its Hre, the gun doing the 
lame, and on ding 1e the iht about 
matten anti Paffing the night wing! 
ind forming about a hundred yards i bes 
yond it. The enemy would have hung 
very heavy! on the rear, but for this excels 
lent diſpoftiom which (completely kept 
him in check: '- Had ſome e the bon co 
lonels of the preſent day i duty or this Kind 
to go through, I an afrard the rack of Bel 
officer would not inſpire them with military 
fcill and experierice. 1 Kno- ms Gtuation 


more critical than an army retreating with 

an inexperienced officer ro cover its rer 
If he has no feſources in himſelf” frem 
knowledge of abies, or experience from 


— ſervice 


perſon but calamity; None know:the;cha- 


72. | 


racter of a.commanding officer better than 


his o¹ people. A brave and ſteady offi- 


cer inſpires them with confidence and aſſu- 


yance that whatever ſervice they: go upon, 


he will acquit himſelf with dexterity and 
ability. But on the other hand, if they 


| have no ↄpinion af the talents, courage, or 


ability of their commander, they vill only 


march with half a ſoul... In the inſtance 


above, the ſafety of a whole army might be 
ſacrificed; hy an inexperienced young man 
þaying ſo important a charge as ſecuting 
the rear of an army. The enemy preſſing 


on mind, he becomes confuſed; and one 


blunder; isfollowed by half a dozen, till like 


a ſegond Pnax rox his fachlties defert him, 
R people begin: to think. fox. themſelves, 


end. too oſten on ſuch occaſions a panic is 
gommunicated from rear to front of the 
Doi whole 


73. 
-whole army. Such events have happened 
more than once in the preſent war to many 
regiments, and all from the above cauſe. 
In the weſt-Indies a well planned expediti- 
on failed with great loſs, when the object 
was within their graſp, and part of the 
troops about to enter the enemy's work.— 
The old gallant regiment that I have been 
ſpeaking of, was cut off this war on the 
continent, The officer commanding it 
was a brave young man, yet from the ac 
count I had of the event, from an old com- 
rade (who was wounded very ill in the bu- 
ſineſs) I think the misfortune might have 
been avoided. I underſtood from him, 
that the bank or dike on which the regi- 
ment was marching, was ſufficiently broad 
to have formed an open column of diviſi- 
ons. I would have told them off for ſtreet 
firing, and the two guns ſhould have been 
placed one with the rear diviſion, the 0- 
ther with the third diviſion, When the 

Kt firing 
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firing toinmeticed, the divifion hat fired 
would face outwards from its centre and 
lead down the flanks to the front, the gun 
would alſo lead down the ſtanks till it ar- 
rived at the fixth diviſion, when it wonld 
prepare for action. The other would ar- 
rive in front with the third divifion and 
gives its fire at the ſame time, after-which 
iz would lead down the flanks and halt 
three divifions from the other gun. This 
if it really could have been done, would 
I ſhould ſuppoſe have ſaved the regittient. 
But it is both unjuſt and impertinent to 
decide upon events that have taken place, 
to which you may be a perfect ſtranger but 
by report. I never yet heard of à battle 
that was fought, even though vitorions, 
but that there was always a great desi more 
might have been done; or ſuch and fuch 
means would have prevented the defeat, 


3 is now high ime to return to our Þu- 
ſineſs 


1 


Fe 


ſineſs, for the zamajning manœnvres are 


the 43th and zath which we are juſt come 
to. Remember whey marching in echelon 
that the officers and ſergeants cannot be t 
attentive, in exactly covering the piypts, 
and preſerving the oblique - * 
the march. 


Thirteenth Manceuvre. 


— 


March to a flank in echelon. 


BATTALION, BY DIVISIONS, 
FOUR PACES TO THE RIGHT 
WHEEL.—{ſergeant of a diviſion ſteps 
out from the leſt and marks the wheeling 
diſtanee;) QUICK MARCH. "On 
halt and dreſs their diviſions. 


The battalion will march. in echelon to 
a flank, 


ſach as you have practiſed often, q Except | 


— — — 
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4 flank, QUICK MARCH. The whole 
moves on two hundred yards, when the 
commanding officer will give the word, 
WHEEL BACK INTO LINE. On 
the word, FORWARD, the battalion ſteps 
well out and dreſſes to the centre. But 
officers muſt carefully attend, that their di- 
viſions do not cruſh inwards, which will 
certainly be the caſe if not attended to, I 
mean while we are yet ſo full of recruits, 
for I do not fear that any ſuch cautions 
will in a few months be neceſſary. 

The battalion will march fifty or a hundred 
yards and then HALT. I have fo far 
given a ſubſtitute for each new manceuvre, 
that you are ſtrangers to; but here I have 
none to offer. All I can ſay is, that the 
march in echellon, does not appear to me 
an improvement in our tactics, as I think 
the open column far more military; and 
as to any advantage in forming line, it is 
idle to talk of it. For I will anſwer for 
it, 


* 


WO 
it, that a battalion: marching in open co- 
lum of diviſions, and another battalion in 
echelon, (both right in front) ſhall each 
receive the ſignal to form line at the ſame 
moment. The battalion in open column 
of diviſions, on the ſignal being given will 
wheel up to the left with a run (as is my 
ſtanding order, on all occaſions forward, 
except paſling the general) and the other 
ſhall wheel backwards into line. I have 
not the leaſt heſitation in ſaying that the 
battalion, which rapidly wheels into line 
from open colum of diviſions, will be 
formed and dreſſed as ſoon or ſooner than 
the other. Beſides marching in echelon 
is a diſtorted figure, and takes away the 
appearance of natural eaſe, which a ſoldier 
ſhould always poſſeſs in every ſituation. 
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Hollow . 
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e Wee land fag. RE. 
MANN DIVISIONS, RIGHT 

about face, (or they may be wheeled be- 
dore they go to the right about,) RE- 
MAININC DIVISIONS, FOUR PA. 
CES RIGHT AND LEFT WHEEL. 
{The ſergeants from the left rear flanks of 
diviſions ſlep out and mark the 'wheeling 
Uiſtance ; and the ſergeants from the right 
rear Hanks do the ſame, Why 1 am abli- 
ged ſo e term them, is this, that the right 
of · diviſons with rear in front is the left; 
and on the other hand the leſt of diviſions 
in that ſtate, is the right.) QUICK 
MARCH. FORM SQUARE, QUICK 


MARCH, The diviſions march in eche- 
lon, 
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on, and as they come up the officers give 
the word (according to which wing they 
belong) RIGHT AND  LEFT-SHOUE- 
DERS FORWARDS.—- FRONT 
When the two flank divifens have recerv- 
ed the word right and left ſhoulders for- 
wards, a ſergeant from each onward flank, 
fteps out and marks the wheeling diſtance 
of each, that will form the year face, The 
ſenior officer of the two companies, gives 
the word, REAR DIVISIONS, IN, 
WARDS WHEEL, on completing dhe 
wheel they come to the right about, and 
form the rear face. On the word HALT, 
the ſquare is ready for attack or to march. 
But 1 mut inform you for what uſe or 
purpoſe the ſquare is intended. _ 


If a body of infantry were under the ne 
deſſity of marching over a flat open coun- 
try, und at tho fame time knowing the ens 
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both themſelves and their baggage, it would 
be neceſſary to make ſuch a diſpoſition as 


vduld be moſt likely to enſure their ſafety, 


ter having deſcribed the hollow ſquare a- 


againſt an attack from the enemy either 
with cavalry, infantry or both. In ſuch 
an emergency no difpoſition; appears more 


proper than the ſquare; but in ſuch caſes, 


the oblong ſquare is generally uſed, The 
baggage is always within the ſquare, Af- 


greeable to the new method, I will ſhew 


you two old ways of forming the hollow 
ſquare, and the way of forming the oblong 
ſquare. But before I proceed, I cannot 
help remarking what appears to me ex- 


tremely fingular, in the inſtructions for the 


hollow ſquare in the regulated manœuvres, 
and totally (in my opinion) diſarms it of 


its ſtrength and powers. When it march- 
es it reduces the ſquare, and becomes a line 


T1 


of march in open column and is no longer 
— * requires 


requires no comment from me. When the 
ſquare is halteg, each face fronts the coun- 
try, and when the commanding officer wiſh- 
es to march the ſquare, he ought to give a 
caution which face will lead. For inſtance. 
The ſquare will march by the front face, up- 

on which caution, the right, and left faces, 
turn to the leading. face, and the rear face, 
comes to the right about. On the word, 
QUICK MARCH. the fquare ſteps out. 
If there are guns (or cannon, for ſome of 
the recruits perhaps do not know that can- 
non are generally called guns.) with the bat- 
talion they are difpoſed of, in what man- 
ner the commanding officer thinks will beſt 
anſwer his wiſhes, in ſecuring himſelf and 
annoying the enemy. On the word, balt, 
the four faces inſtantly front the country. 
The old ways of forming the hollow ſquare, 
I much - prefer, —One is done from line, 
and the other; marching in, open , column, 


Suppoſe from line——BATTALION, 
4-424 TAKE 


; - | 82. 
TAKE CARE TO FORM HOLLOW 
SQUARE. The two centre diviſions 
Rand faft, but on the word, FORM 
SQUARE, the wings face inwards to the 
two centre diviſions, and on the word, 
QUICK MARCH, the two centre diviſi- 
ons ſtep out, the remaining diviſions wheel 
by files, thoſe of the right wing—right, 
thoſe of the left wing—left, taking care 
that each file wheels ſquare upon the 
ground that the two firſt files wheeled from. 
When the two leading files of the flank 
diviſions reach the ground that the files 
wheeled upon, they inſtead. of wheeling 
march forward until they meet, and on be- 
ing fronted, form the rear face. - On the 
word, halt (for the ſquare is marching) the 
four faces front the country. You will 
obſerve that in forming the ſquare by this 
method, there is no break whatever in the 
battalion, for when the two centre diviſi- 
ons . 3 grd of the 
right 
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right wing wheel by files and form the 
RIGHT FACE, white the 6th and th 
wheeling to the left by files form the 
LEFT FACE; the 1ſt and 8th cloſing 
together in the rear, ſorm the REAR 
FACE, and the 4th and 5th form the 
FRONT FACE. — The hollow: ſquare 
of the new manceuvre is reduced by the 
rear face wheeling (almoſt right and left 
about. The remaining diviſions" four pa- 
ces forward into echelon, and in that . 

ner they march and form line upon the 
two centre diviſions.— The hollow ſquare 
which I have been deſcribing, is reduced 
in this manner, REDUCE SQUARE, on 
which word the rear diviſions face out. 
wards, the remaining diviſions of the right 


and left faces, are faced to the right and 


left. The two centre diviſions ſtand: faſt. 
On the word QUICK MARCH, the 
right and left faces of the ſquare, form up 


* files, and front as they come up. The 
| two 
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two diviſions of the rear face, march ob- 
liquely, right and leſt, and front when 
they gain their ſtation.———The other way 
of forming the hollow ſquare, is in this 
manner. Suppoſe the battalion is march- 
ing in open column of eight diviſions, 
right in front. The commanding officer 
finds it neceſſary to form a hollow ſquare, 
he will give the word, FORM GRAND 
DIVISIONS, the right diviſions will mark 
time; and the left diviſions will oblique to 
the left. Front and dreſs by the right di- 
viſions. The commanding officer then 
gives the word, CLOSE TO HALF 
DISTANCE. Upon which the grand 
diviſions cloſe-up to half wheeling diſtance. 
Take care to form ſquare, and on the word 
FORM SQUARE, the front and rear 
grand diviſions keep marching on, whilſt 
the two centre grand diviſions wheel right 
and leſt by diviſions, which is done by a 
run "Pp and — ns to the leading 
grand 


grand diviſion. The ſquare is now formed 
and is marching. On the word, HALT; 
the four faces front the country. The 
ſquare is reduced on the march in the man- 
ner following. The ſquare having received 
the word, BY THE FRONT FACE, 
QUICK, MARCH, moves on, and when 
the commanding officer means to reduce 
it, he gives the caution, TAKE CARE 
REDUCE-+ SQUARE, then on the word, 
REDUCE SQUARE, the front and rear 
face keep marching on, the diviſions of the 
right and left face, wheel inwards by files; 
and on meeting, FRONT. They are now. 
1n column of grand diviſions, and as it is 
more convenient to wheel into line by dt 
viſions, the commanding officer will give 
the word, grand diviſions take proper diſ- 
tance. Which being done, he will give 
the word, FORM DIVISIONS. Upon 
which right diviſions march on and left dis, 
viſions oblique to the right, front and cover, 

1 The 


The commariding officer may wheel them 
- int6 line on the march, by merely giving 

the word, COLUMN BY DIVISIONS 
LEFT WHEEL INTO LINE. Or he 
may halt the column, dreſs pivots and then 
wheel into line. —— The oblong. ſquare is 
formed in the manner above, with this dif- 
ference. The battalion is marching in 
open column of eight diviſions. Column 
take care to form oblong ſquare, this is a 
caution only; on the word FORM OB. 
LONG SQUARE, the front and rear di- 
viſions keep marching on. The remaining 
diviſions divide in their centre by ſub-dr- 
viſions and wheel up with a run, right and 
leſt, facing inſtantly to the leading diviſi- 
on. The oblong ſquare is reduced in 
the ſame manner, by the ſub-diviſions 


wheeling inwards by files and fronting.— 
The column is then wheeled into line by 
diviſions to the left either marching, or 
from a halt, In forming ſquare in the 
te or IND manner 


87. 

manner I have given, (as a contraſt to the 
one in the regulated manœuvres) you will 
obſerve in forming the firſt hollow ſquare, 
one word of command is all that is neceſ- 
fary. FORM HOLLOW SQUARE, 
QUICK MARCH, after which all is done 
in perfect filence, without a fingle break in 
the whole manceuvre. And the other twa 
methods of forming ſquare. on the march 
in open column are both convenient and 
with a few. obſervations upon the four laſſ 
manœuvres, which in fact, yon have long 
practiſed, with a ſmall alteration. in the 
manner of filing, as mentioned in the 15th 
and 16th; I will firſt ſtate them as laid 
down. in the inſtructions; and then point 
out the decided n of e them 
in our manner. 94104 
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©. Retiring in line and filing to the rear. 
Ihe battalion receives the caution that 
it will retire, on which the directing ſerge- 
ants go to the right about and march fix 
paces beyond the rear rank and halt. 
BATTALION, RIGHT ABOUT 
FACE, QUICK. MARCH... After the 
battalion has retired about a hundred 
yards, it receives the caution, to retire by 
files from the proper Tight of divifions,— 
At the words of command, PASS DIVI- 
SIONS. BY FILES, the officers com- 
manding them turn quickly to the. left 
with their leading file, the reſt following 
in ſucceſſion. Heads of diviſions muſt at- 
tend carefully in dreſſing well, and keep- 
ing their wheeling diſtance. The com- 
manding officer orders the whole to 
"$324 a | | HALT 


222 
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HALT, and FRONT, The column is 
wheeled into line by the words, COLUMN 
BY DIVISIONS TO THE LEFT 
WHEEL INTO LINE. I ſhall now 
_ deſcribe my method. _ _ _ - 

Tue battalion will retire in line. (The 
ſergeants directing the march will do, as 
abovementioned) RIGHT ABOUT, 
FACE, QUICK MARCH. When the 
battalion has retired a hundred yards, it 
will receive the- word, FROM THE 
PROPER RIGHT OF DIVISIONS, 
RETREAT FILES, inftantly each divi- 
ſion turns to the left, and the dfficers com- 
manding them with their leading file, 
wheel ſquare to the right, and lead out to 
the rear. When the commanding officer 
means to form line to its proper front, he 
will only give ſimply this word of com- 
mand, TO THE FRONT FORM BAT- 
TALION, : Upon which the leading 
. of 2 diviſon comes to the RIGHT 
M ABOUT.” 


ABOUT, and the remaining files double 
round them, and drefs to the right us they 
dome up. In this manner the Iine is for- 
med in the moſt enſy and regular manner 

poſſible; and all that laboured ſtiffneſs, 
and unvaried ſameneſs of 'whetling into 


nene Maneuvre. 
3 
| Avoncing in. tint, Filing « ond corgin 10 
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T Hk eaution YR given, that the bat- 
talion will advance in lines. On the word 
QUICK MARCH, they Rep. out. Ha- 
ving marched thirty or fixty yards, the bat- 
talion is HALTED. The commanding 
officer gives a caution, for the battalion tb 


F and ufter · 
; | wards 
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wurds ine words af command, PASS TQ 
THE FRONT.  QUIQOK- MARCH.— 


the front, The commanding officer then 
HALTS, and FRONTS THEM. Af. 
ter draſſing the pivots the commanding 
officer will give the word, COLUMN, 
BY DIVISIONS' TO THE RIGHT 
WHEEL INTO F e e 
MARCH. i 


I fhall now 1 my manner of do- 
ing the ſame manceuvre, As for charging 
to the front, I have not yet been able to 
diſoover when the charge is made, Now | 
attend and obſerye with what eaſe and mi- 
litary neatneſs I will perform this evoluti. 
on. The battalion will advance i in line, 
(being given as à caution,) on the word, 
DICK MARCH, tha battalion ſteps 


out, having matched fifty yards, it will re⸗ | 
ceire the word of command; (without halt- 


ing) 


ONS /ADV ANCE/FILES: | 
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ing)- FROM THE RIGHT or DIVISL 
Inſtantly 
each diviſion turns to the right and the 


leading files wheel ſquare to the left, lead- 


ing out to the front. When the command- 
give one word, (without halting) FORM 
BATTALION, On which word, the lead. 
ing files mark time and the reſt in ſucceſſi« 


on form up to the RIGHT: Then comes 


for the firſt time the word, HALT, The 

line is formed, eyes right, and all ſteady. 
I ſhall now paſs over the other two, as 

they will conſtantly occur on every: field 


day, advancing and retiring by line and by 


wings will ſo frequently be practiſed, that 
it would only waſte time to dwell upon 
them. I have now gone through the whole 


eighteen regulated manceuvres; and giyen 
a contraſt for each, (except marching to a 


Hank i in echelon, and I have given my o- 
Pinion that marching 1 in open column has 
| | A better 


— 


_—_ 
a better affect. j in i wort I will wat Keats! 
to ſay, that the eighteen regulated manceu... 
vres, ſhew. a poverty of invention, and in 
the execution of them {agreeable to the or- 
ders in the book) render the appearance of. 
the troops, heavy, dull and ſleepy. Which 
is not the charaReriſtic feature of a Britiſh - 
| ſoldier, but entirely the reverſe. - Our na- 
tion has not-the ſkipping monkey-like tricks 
oſ the French barbarians. - But manly ac- 
tivity is the general habit of our country 
men. In what part of the world are the 
natives fo well put together, or ſo formed 
for feats of ſtrength and activity as the Bri« 
tiſh, © I never ſaw or heard of any that were 
equal to them. I have ſeen huge gigantic 
German battalions, that on the grand pa- 
rade.at new York over topped-our fellows 
head and ſhoulders. But I would have 
run round them with our lads; and as for 
marching with us, they were not capable 
of- the fatigue which our men endured.” 

They 
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row backs, and-chumſy legs and thighs. For 
ſuch men I would recommend the eigh- 
| Eentof their defefts and numberleſs faults,) 

to chain down the manly active limbs of 
Britons,” to thoſe heavy 'fluggiſh move · 
ments; is as prepoſterous” as ' harneſling 
race horſes to a brewer's dray.——————As I 
have given a ſubſtitute for all the eighteen 


regulated manœuvres (except the two laſt, 


Which are the ſame as we praftiſe) I will 
not puzale or bewilder your memory with 
many more evolutions; but will lay down 
a few general obſervations for a ſure guide 
to you, in all manceuvres done by files. 
The number would be endleſs that may be 
formed from files, but only attend to the 
ogutions that I will point out as abſolwely 


neceſſary in | file manceuvring, and if you 
never loſe fight of thoſe cautions, you cans 


not go wrong=-When] tld the eee, 


off, 
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off, I am obliged to aft according to the 
Rrongth of the parade. You know we al 
ways are formed two deep (though ocraſi- 
onally I form you three deep, and four 
deep) and when the battalion parades very 
ſtrong 1 ſhould tell them off into the fol- 
eig it divifions, and fi xteen ſeſtions. The 
next thing is to tell off the pivots of div. 
ſftons, and pivots of ſections. Centre files 
ol grand divifiens, center files of diviſions | 
(and when eight file ſtrong, center Wes f 
ſeſtioas) and contre files of battation,— 
Now let me requeſt you will always keep: 
in mind what follows REMEMBER He 
fle of grand diviſions —REMEMBRAR: 
the pivot of /offions, is the rig htoentre ile 
of 'divifiens— REMEMBER” when you 
advance from the vigis of divifious. by 
files, on the werd FORM BATTALI- 
3 8 the CRP tiles _—— 


and 


and the divifions form up to the RIGHT 
"by files,. REMEMBER: when advancing 
from the left of diviſions by files, on the 
word form - battalion,” the leading files 
mark time, and the diviſions form up to 
the LEFT BY FILES. [REMEMBER 
when the battalion retires from the right 
of diviſions by files; that on the word, TO 
THE FRONT FORM BATTALION, 
the leading files always come to the 
RIGHT ABOUT. —REMEMBER, 
when the battalion retires from the let of 
diviſions by files, on the word, TO THE 
FRONT. FORM BATTALION, che 
leading files come always to the LEFT 
_ ABOUT;—REMEMBER in advancing 
from the right or left of diviſions by Indi- 
an files, that it is always done by filing off 
front man, rear man. The rear rank man 
. always covers his file leader, ATTEND 
TO THIS and you cannot get wrong. — 
In forming battalion it is done in the ſame 
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manner as by proper files. REMEM- 
BER, in retiring from the right or left of 
of diviſions by Indian files, it is ſtill done 

in the ſame manner; FRONT, REAR, 
front, rear, in ſucceſſion, In forming 
battalion to the front, the ſame rule is ob- 
ſerved as in retiring by proper files.—RE- 
MEMBER in advancing from the centre 
of diviſions by files, that the diviſions on 
the word being given FROM THE 
CENTRE OF DIVISIONS AD- 
VANCE FILES, FACE INWARDS, 
to the centre. file, which ſtands faſt. On 
the word QUICK MARCH, (attend 
now) the two men in the centre ſtep out, 
and are followed by their rear rank men, 
on which the next two front rank men 
(from the right and left,) wheel ſquare up 
and are followed by their rear rank men, 
and fo in ſucceſſion, two. front rank and 
then two rear rank men. Take care you 

keep in mind, what I have ſaid before, 
Star * that 


Ws 

that the 1 rear ir rank man (in advancing) muſt 
always cover his front rank man; ; if he 
does not, he is ſure to be wrong, and will 
throw the whole diviſion into confufion. 
But in retiring from the centre of battalion 


or diviſion, by files, then REMEMBER, 


it is the reverſe, (Indian files excepted) for 
the rear files lead, and front files cover, as 
I have mentioned in deſcribing the retiring 
of a column by files. gave you in- 
ſtructions in a former part, regarding pi- 
vots of a column on march. I ſhall now 
point out the utility of breaking a batta- 
lion into files. For inſtance ſappoſe the 
battalion was marching in line, and a fpace 
of ground (neceſſary to paſs) was a thicket 
or a moraſs, the moſt convenient method 
of getting through them, would be in filing 
from the right of diviſions (or ſections) by 
Indian files. The ſame courſe would be 
purſued in retiring when ſuch impediments 
occurred + a ns I was marching in 
a wood, 
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2 wood, by files from the right of diviſions, 
1 and wanted on paſſing it, to gain "oak, 
and change my front to the left. After 
clearing the wood, I ſhould give the word 
DIVISIONS, LEFT TURN, (apon 
which the files ſhould inſtantly turn ſquate 
to the left) FORWARD; and on the 
word to the LEFT FORM BAT T ALI. 
ON, the leading diviſion marks time, and 
the reſt march obliquely to the right, and 
front; dreſſing to the left as they come up. 
If on the contrary I wanted under ſuch, 
circumſtances, to gain ground to the right, 
1 ſhould advance the diviſions from the 
left by files, and on clearing. the wood, 
give the word, DIVISIONS RIGHT 
_TURN, FORW ARD, (which is merely 
a given to render the ſtepping together cor- 
rect) and when I had gained the ground 
to the right which I wanted, I ſhould 
change my front to the right thus, TO 
THE RIGHT FORM BATTALION, 
upon 
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upon which the right (or leadin 8 diviſion 
marks time,) and the remaining diviſions 


march obliquely to the leſt, and front as 
they come up, dreſſing to the right.— On 
the other hand, if the battalion was march- 
ing in ground that rendered it neceſſary to 
advance by files from the right or left of 
diviſions, and on clearing ſuch impedi- 
ments, meant to form line, to the front, it 
is only giving the word, FORM BAT- 
 TALION, and the files if from the right 
form up to the right, and-if from the left 
they form up to the left. But if it is ne- 
ceſſary to gain ground to either flank ſup- 
poſe the left. The diviſions having lead 
out from the right, the word LEFT 
TURN and FORWARD is given. On 
reaching the defired groynd, and meaning 
to refume your former front; the word, 
COLUMN BY DIVIONS TO THE 
RIGHT WHEEL INTO LINE, brings 
them to that front. The ſame method, 
1 £ /only 
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would do, if gaining ground to the right 
after leading out from the left of diviſions 
by files — The word then would be, 
RIGHT TURN, FORWARD, then 
COLUMN, BY DIVISIONS TO THE | 
LEFT WHEEL INTO LINE. 


I ſhall now draw to a concluſion, with 
a manœuvre, that no volunteer corps eſ- 
pecially, ſhould be ignorant of, I mean 
fireet firing, advancing and retiring. 3 
There are two vays of performing it accord- 
ing to the breadth of the ſireets in which 
you are engaged. The battalion being 
ordered on ſuch ſervice, would march to 
the town in open column of eight compa- 
nies, or ſixteen ſections, and being told off 
in centre files, on arriving at the place ne- 
ceſſary to begin firing, the leading diviſion 
{or ſection) on the beating of the prepara- 

5 would receive the word from its officer, 
DIVI. 
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' DIVISION, 8 ſebtion) READY, PRE- 
SENT, FIRE, inſtantly the men recover 
their arms, face outwards from the. centre, 
and mare down the flanks of the column. 
On gaining the rear, the leading files from 
the right come RIGHT, ABOUT, and 
from the left, LEFT ABOUT, which 
brings the centre files together. They then 
PRIME AND LOAD. In the mean 
time, while the firſt diviſion (or ſection) is 

thus employed, the ſecond, followed by the 
remaining ones, marches forward a donble 

-wheeling diſtance, and then throws in its 
fire, divides in the centre and on QUICK 
MARC H, from its officer, leads down the 
Hanks as the firſt did. So on in ſucceſſion 
do the remaining diviſions (or ſeQions) till 
the firſt diviſion again arrives in front. 
- One thing muſt be obſerved, that the whole 
column is in almoſt conftant motion after 
"the firing commences ; and the diviſions, 


1 down the flanks, and forming; 
before 


tog. 

before they” prime and load ſhould — 
up to their wheeling diſtance, with the di- 
viſion before them. This is one method 
of ſtreet firing advancing, and by ſar the 
beſt; but if the ſtreets ſhould be very nar- 
row, ſo as to render it difficult to retire by 
the flanks, then this will do. The pre- 
parative being beat, the officer of the firſt 
diviſion (or ſection) fires, and inſtantiy the 
two centre files break out, the front rank 
men in front of their right and left hand 

men; and their rear rank men, in rear of 
their right and left hand men. The next 
diviſion (followed by all the reſt) leads out 
from its centre by files; forms; fires; and 
the two centre files breaking out, the third 
diviſion leads through them and acts in the 
ſame manner The firſt part of the ge- 
neral puts an end to the firing. In re- 
treating in ſtreet firing, chere is only this 
triling difference from the firſt method. 


As —— diviſion fires, and on 
— 
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riding in the centre and Msdiig down 
| the flanks, the, ſecond divifion (or ſection] 


keeps its ground, and when fired, divides 
and leads down the flanks as the firſt divi- 
ſion did. In this manner the remaining 
diviſions act, always firing from the ground 
they ſtand upon, until the whole having 
fired, the firſt diviſion is again in front.— 
I am much ſurpriſed that this moſt uſeful 
and neceſſary manœuvre is not more at- 
tended to by volunteer regiments, inſtead 
of the many * which * give 
up their time to F q 


| | That 1 excellent officer Brigadier 
Henzy Horx, was a perfect maſter of tac- 
tics, and his ſyſtem, was entirely upon a 
plan of his own, widely different from any 
to be found in military books. It was up- 
on a great ſcale indeed (when compared to 
the preſent mode) that he acted he bat- 

| talions of grenadiers were compoſed of vete- 
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rans, therefore all of them were perſeR in 


A diſcipline that a ſoldier is 
taught. What our Colonel intended (L 
mean General Horz) was to make us all fit 
for commanders, by enlarging our ideas of 
military tactics, and to accuſtom the battali- 
on to evolutions (like this term better than 
manœuvre which ſmells of French extracti- 
on) that would occur to an army in action. 
When the battalion was about to march, 
not x word was ' fpoke;—every ' eye 
was fixed upon the Colonel (who had his 
orderly drum behind him) and to whatever 
company he attached himſelf, the reſt took 
the evolution from that company which 
received the word from the Colonel. (not 
load but privately.) In this manner we 
uſed to mareh for miles. When murching 
in line; all the dtums and ſiſes Beat and 
played the GRENADFERS MARCH; 
the only ohe we everibeat. Frequently a 
date of two, thee or four compa. 


0 nies 


+ +1660 
nies marched from us, and received orders 
where to take poſt: which generally was in 
the woods, from whence they attacked and 
Charged us; which'often- was very. enter- 
taining as we never knew where the attack 
would commence, and in charging we of- 
ten met in ſuch eagerneſs, that I have ſeen 
the Colonel out of breath, and with laugh- 
ing, ſcarce able to give the word, recover 
arms. He was formed to command armies, 
and happy would it have been for this 
country had he lived at this time. Bud 
he is gone and moſt of thoſe that he com- 

mended, but I never will forget him or his 
_ fellows ſo lon 8 as I live. 


1 this little _ was never * meant to 
be ſwelled out by extracts from other mi- 
litary books, giving details of all kinds of 
duty &c. &c. but intended entirely for 
your ſervice, in laying down ſuch methods 

of evolution as I think will really render 


you 


107. i | 
you expert ſoldiers, If you carefully ſſu- 
dy this little book, and make yourſelves 
maſters of its contents, you will never be 
at a loſs, on any occafion whatever. The 
regulated eighteen manœuvres muſt, be 
followed agreeable to orders, yet keep in 
mind, that they can never make you ſol- 
diers ; and that in diligently perſorming 
them, you are merely acting a particular 
part, required of you. The marching in 
quick time in echelon will greatly improve 
the ſleepy. appearance of that evolution. 
In ſpeaking of the echelon, I muſt remind 
you, that I expreſſed in the begining,. an 
abhorrence of every thing that was French, 
or derived from French, and that all thoſe 
words of command in the eighteen ma- 
nœuvres of French extraction I would 
avoid. So indeed I have, except this cur- 
ſed echelon, (which is French for a ladder) 
and I cannot find any way of avoiding it. 
However you may depend upon it, that I 

| will 


will never ufe either the name, or the ma- 
neœuvre, but when I am abliged to it. 
gf Moſt of our terms in fortification are from 
the French, which is chiefly. owing to the 
general partiality of all Europe to that 
language; and alſo that in the long war- 
like reign of Louis XIV. ſome of the beſt 
engineers in the world were Frenchmen, 
and who are looked upon as the founders 
of that ſcience. But I am proud in be- 
ing an Engliſhman, and with more reaſon 
thank God, then that vain French author, 
who uſed to thank heaven that he was a 
Frenchman. Had he been now alive, 

| ſurely he would have thought otherwiſe ; 
indeed if ] muſt ſpeak my real ſentiments, 
J would wiſh to ſee our children reared 
up with a greater abhorrence of a French- 
man than of the devil himſelf, and. 1 do 
not think, odd as it may appear, that this 
would be going too far. The incredible 
ſcenes of wickedneſs and cruelty of which 
the 
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the French have been guilty in the courſe 
of this horrid war, muſt if poſſible, have 
covered with bluſhes of ſhame and regret, 
all the devils in hell, the moſt infamous 
and ſubtle demon in thoſe' regions, cannot 
pretend to rival in wickedneſs thoſe out- 
caſts of the Human race. Beſides abhor- 
rence, I would alſo have our children 
reared up with the ſame contempt for 
them, that the old Engliſh ever entertain - 
ed. Always keeping in mind how infe- 
rior they are to us in real courage and ge- ; 
neroſity. At the ſame time do not let us 
rob them of one ſuperiority which they 
poſſeſs over the whole word, 1 mean in 
lying, bragging, intriguing, in hypocriſy, 
treachery, impudence, and all other vices 
that are yet unknown to the reſt of man- 
kind. ——But I beg your pardon for this 
degreſſion; though 1 do not think you 
will be the worſe for attending to it, and 
thinking of thoſe hell-hounds the French 


as 
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a8 Ido. 1 am fure 50 will bs the bettet 

chriſtians for ſo doing ——1 will now re- 
ſume my proper thread of difcourſe, upon 
your improvement in military taQics,— 


Unaccuſtomed to writing any thing of the 
kind, I have haſtily thrown together what 
ideas I have formed on the ſubjet. And 
particularly, I find moſt books upon the 


ſubject, very defective in ſmall matters 


highly neceſſary for every ſoldier to be in- 


| formed of. I think you can ſcarcely miſ- 
take my cautions and inſtructions, as I 
have moſt zealouſly laboured to be plain 


and clear in all my terms, and to clothe 


every thing in the moſt common placed 


phraſes that are in uſe. One or two re- 
marks more and I have done. 


Ever fince I had the honour to command 
you, all my wiſhes were centered, in endea- 


youring to render you complete ſoldiers in 
every reſpect. You remember how unwil- 


ling 
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ling in the firſt ſtage of the buſineſs, you 
were to be clothed as you now are. You 
| wanted. the fane Sw "deb "che Le 
volunteers have adopted. I was obſtinate, 
and the conſequence is, that your regimen- 
tals are the admiration of all that ſee you. 
You are clothed exactly like the ſergeants of 
the 37th regiment, and whenever you ate 
ſeen by ſtrangers they always ſuppoſe you 
to be troops of the line. Having before 
expreſſed my expectations that you will 
zealouſly exert yourſelyea in forwarding 
my endeavours to make you ſoldiers, I 
cannot help ſaying what in ſtrict juſtice 1 
am bound to acknowledge, that no batta- 
lion in the land can exceed you in the re- 
ſpectful manner, in which you conduct 
yourſelves to your officers, it is truly ſol- 
dier - like and praife-worthy. And believe 
me, if you were not worthy of my attention 
in all reſpects, I ſhould never have given 
myfelf the leaſt trouble about you, but on 
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the contrary, I have the greateſt pleaſure 
in labouring to improve vou as I always 
find. you eagerly endeavouring to meet my 
wiſhes by your care and attention. Ano- 
ther thing is ſomewhat ſingular; that I 
will venture to challenge all the volun- 
teer corps in England (that for your num - 
bers) there is not to be found in any other 
regiment fo many ſtrapping grenatiers, or 
ſo many handſome lads. I have known 
moſt of the old regiments in the army, and 
never {aw any that could equal you, for 
| e in OI n 


| " Before: 1 Gai, lev we — to your re- 
collection, a circumſtance highly deſerving 
of your attention. What do you think 
could induce the noble family of the Sa- 


VIII s, to give you the preference to other 


carps. of volunteers i in the neighbourhood... 
He Nothing. but your reſpectful ſoldier like 
1 8. demeanour to yaur officers, and the mu- 

tual 


= . 
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tual efteem and regard that both officers 
and privates entertained ſor each other.” 
If all the volunteer battalions are united 
in one common ſpirit of friendſhip for one 
another as ours is, (and I ſincerely wiſh it 
may be fo) what may not be expected 
from them, if called upon to meet the 
common enemy. Our motto is for our 


King and Conſtitution, and the loyal ſen- 


timent has taken root in the heart of every 
Pontefract volunteer. Was there one that 
had a different opinion, Lk O you ſo well 
that fuch a character would not long dif- 
grace your colours; that ſpirit of unanim- 
ity and friendſhip which is ſo conſpicubus 
in our regiment, I hope will ever be its 
character. What a pleaſure it was to me 
the-other day, when the battalion was fo 
nobly- treated by the Eax of Mzxp0- 
ROUGH, to ſee you in that ſtate of jovial 
intoxication, - all like brothers, without 
quarrel or uproar. - 'Fhat was a proof of 
| | rear 
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real 1 . but 1 would not wiſh wa 
often to be put to ſuch a trial, for your 
cloathing on ſuch occaſions is ſure to car- 

ry marks of your conviviality. | 2 


Impreſſed with ſentiments of real regard 
and attachment to you, nothing would 
give me greater pleaſure (if opportunity 
ſhould occur) than having the honour of 
ſeeing the lads 6f my own teaching march 
under my own eye againſt thoſe accurſt 
French barbarians,” I have little doubt, 
but your conduct would on ſuch an occa- 
fion crown you with glory and elate with. 
Joy. and pride the heart of your faithful 
comrade and commander, 


Teeſdale Cockell, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Commenduce of the Pontefratt Volun- 
ters, and * C rake in the Army, 


ENTERED AT STATIONER'S HALL 


